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but actually this was not at all the case. She identi-
fied herself with the royalist party ; Charles I. was
exalted to the position of a martyr, and was declared
to have died for the sake of a creed which he had
been prepared to sacrifice in Ireland, if not in
England. The doctrine of Passive Obedience was
preached from every Anglican pulpit, the errors of
Cromwell were zealously exposed, and it was held
impossible for any man to be at once a u Round-
head " and a Churchman. But in her anxiety to
prevent another rebellion the Church forgot to pro-
test against the vices of the age ; smiling bishops
paid court to a Nell Gwynne or a Castlemaine, and
the loyal clergy would not rebuke the immoralities of
their " religious and gracious " master, the Defender
of the Faith. As a result the Church ceased to be
that of the nation ; her cause was considered to be
the same as that of the extreme Royalists and her
spirituality was questioned. Nonconformity was
perpetuated, and although the Anglicans had a large
majority, the minority was powerful, and consisted of
men so much in earnest that even the rigour of the
Clarendon Code failed to bring them back to the
true flock. From this time the Established Church
had to face a formidable opposition ; her political
creed was vigorously attacked, and the spiritual unity
of England was a thing of the past

The ease with which the Restoration was ultimately
accomplished was due to that hatred for a military
despotism which has been already mentioned, to an
intense longing for peace, and to a mental revolt
against the Strict morality of the Puritans. Hobbes